



For Immediate Release                                               						                   April X 2011
Kaiser Foundation Announces National Mental Health and Addictions Award Winners for 2011 
VANCOUVER – The Kaiser Foundation announced today the recipients of their 6th annual National Awards for Excellence Program, which recognizes individuals, community groups and media who have made exceptional contributions in the field of mental health and addictions.  Eight winners from across Canada will receive a $10,000 grant to a recognized charity of their choice.  
This year’s winners are: 
Excellence in Community Programming:  Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users (VANDU), Vancouver, BC 
Excellence in Indigenous Programming:  Peter Menzies, Clinical Head, Aboriginal Services, Addictions Program, Centre of Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), Toronto, Ontario 

Excellence in Leadership:  Sherry Mumford, PhD (candidate), Director of Clinical Programs for Addictions Services, Maple Ridge Treatment Centre, Maple Ridge, BC
Excellence in Media Reporting:  William J. MacPhee, from Fort Erie, Ontario   
Excellence in Mental Health and Substance Use Programming:  McGill University Health Centre, Department of Psychiatry, Addictions Unit, Montreal Quebec 
Excellence in Public Policy:  Eugene Oscapella, Oscapella and Associates Consulting Ltd., Ottawa, Ontario 

Excellence in RCMP Leadership: RCMP Staff Sergeant Rick Wychreschuk, Member Employee Assistance Program Coordinator, North Regina Saskatchewan 

Excellence in Youth Leadership: Vanessa Campbell, from Vancouver BC
 “I am very proud to congratulate the recipients that have been named to receive an Award of Excellence this year,” remarks Edgar F. Kaiser Jr., Chairman and CEO of the Kaiser Foundation.  “One of the key reasons we established this program was to acknowledge and celebrate the extraordinary work being done by those who work in this field.  These individuals often get little or no recognition for their efforts and we hope by shining a light on their fine work we can help increase visibility of mental health and addictions both locally and nationally.”
All Award entries were reviewed by a group of professional peer evaluators administered by the Centre for Addictions Research BC.  The Kaiser Foundation’s National Advisory Board comprised of government, community and private sector leaders selected the finalists. 
On April 28th these impressive recipients were honoured at the Foundation’s annual Awards Recognition Event, hosted this year by the RCMP in Regina Saskatchewan, the Foundation’s newest National Partner.  In addition, to help recognize and support the good work the RCMP is doing in the mental health and addictions field, the Kaiser Foundation added a new Awards category this year entitled RCMP Leadership. 
Insert quote from RCMP  ?
“I want to recognize and thank the Foundation’s outstanding National Partners,” continued EFK.  Without our Partners support, this Awards Program would not be possible,” continued Kaiser. 
The Kaiser Foundation was founded over 25 years ago by businessman and philanthropist, Edgar Kaiser Jr.  A national organization dedicated to helping those living with mental health and addictions, the Kaiser Foundation raises awareness and knowledge about mental health and addictions as health issues and not moral issues.  The Foundation’s mission lies in the dissemination and application of research, innovation and information of sustainable, evidence based best practices with those individuals and groups working in the field.
For more information, or to set up an interview with Mr. Kaiser or any of the Award recipients, please contact: 
Deborah Tucker                                                                                                                                                            Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                      Kaiser Foundation                                                                                                                                                           604-904-9994 ext. 23                                                                                                                        execdir@kaiserfoundation.ca                                                                                                       www.kaiserfoundation.ca  
 

